THE IAHABHARATA AS A POEM.

CHAPTER I

THE THREE EDITIONS OF THE WORK

e

THAT the Mahabharata in its present form is the second
amplification of an orgmally much smaller work, nobody
can consistently deny We have the authority of the
Mahabharata itself for the statement that Vyasa, the
author of the original work, taught it to five pupils, one
of whom was Vaishampayana Vaishampayana recited
the poem before fcyng Janmejaya at the time of the Sarpa-
satra (serpent sacrifice), performed by him Now in the
Mahabharata, as we have it, there are several questions
asked by Janmejaya, and Vaishampayana gives suitable
answers How can these questions and answers have
formed part of the original epic composed b)^ Vyasa ?
We must hold that Vaishampayana, or some one whp
heard the recitation and the dialogue, amplified the
oygyial \$ork Then, again, this amplified Bharata was
recited Joy Sauti before Shaunaka at his twelve years*
sacrifice, and certain questions are asked by Shaunaka
and answered by Sauti These cannot have formed part
efthei of the original work or the amplified edition oj^
Vaishampayana We are, therefore, compelled to admit
that Sauti, or some one else who heard his recitation,
amplified th? original work a second time